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whole Kingdom of Siam under the Pope's Jurisdiction, and in Anno 1683.
the first Year of his Ministry, they got the King to send an Embassy to
the King of France., which Ambassador came also to London., and settled
a Treaty of Commerce for the English that should trade in Siam.

The Jesuits imposed on the King of France, and made him believe, that
if he would send an Embassy to Stam, that King would leave his own
Superstition, and embrace theirs Accordingly an Ambassador was
sent, with many valuable Fiench Curiosities, and among them a very
fine Mass-book, with beautiful Cuts of all the first Rate Saints in the
Romish Kalendar.

On the Ambassador's Arrival, he was received with the Respect due
to his Character, and when the Presents were laid before the King,
according to Custom, he seern'd much pleased with their Curiosity, but
when he viewed the Pictures in the Mass-book, he askt a Jesuit who was
Interpreter, what they were, who answeied, that they weie the Pictures
of holy Men now in Heaven, and such as his Brother the King of France
adored, and as he designed an eternal Friendship with his Majesty, he
hoped that he would also adore those Pictures, and worship the Images of
those Saints, rather than those Idols that were worshipped all over his
Dominions. The King returned Answer, that the Gods of his Country
had been auspicious to them who lived in it for Time out of Mind, and
as it would be unjust and ungrateful to banish those Gods that had been
so long very kind to his Predecessors and himself, so he could not turn
his old Gods off and take new ones in their Places that he did not so well
know, and that he would oblige his Brother of France in any Thing but that.

The King of France complimented Mr. Falcon with the Order of Knight-
hood, and in his Letter to him, wherein he recommended the Punch
Affairs to his Care, particularly that of Religion, he stil'd him Loving
Cousin and Counseller.

After the Embassy was gone from Siam to France, the Jesuits thought of
nothing but bringing the Trade of Siam under the Power of the French,
and in order to that, got the King to order the building of a Fort on the
River's Side, opposite to the Fort of JBencock, a Town about 20 Leagues
below the City of Siam, and to have it mann'd with a Ganson of French,
to be paid by the Exchequer of Siam, and all this was granted according
to their Mind.

The Fort is a regular Tetragon, and can mount about 80 great Guns.
When the French got Possession they grew intolerably arrogant, which
made the Siamers uneasie, and murmured at the King's Weakness, but
that was in private, for certain Destruction is the sure Reward of talking